
 
Date: May 29, 2020 at 10:25:34 AM  
Subject: Class of 2020 Update 
 
Dear Class of 2020 Families, 
 
I hope this message finds you and your family well.  The following is an update on our ongoing efforts to plan for the 
Car Commencement Ceremony on June 17 for the Class of 2020 as well as some other items of interest at the 
conclusion of this message.   
 
In order to assess the approximate length of the Car Commencement Ceremony, we will be conducting a rehearsal 
with staff members in the coming days.  In the meanwhile, when considering the larger number of graduates and 
logistics associated with a ceremony such as this, we feel it is best to adjust the original start time of 5:00 pm for the 
ceremony to an earlier start time.  Once our rehearsal is completed, we will determine the exact start time but 
wanted to provide this advanced notice to families. 
 
As part of our planning, we are determining the best approach in minimizing the amount of “car time” each family 
experiences to the best of our ability.  This will likely include graduating our seniors in “waves” according to the 
alphabetical breakdown of student last names and wanted families to be aware of this in advance.  As previously 
shared, we are also planning to livestream the ceremony.  
 
We continue our collaboration with SWPD for both the Car Commencement Ceremony and the Graduation Car 
Parade immediately following.  Once finalized, the parade route information will also be provided to families. 
 
As a reminder, we have announced a rain date for this event in case of severe inclement weather—this date remains 
as Thursday, June 18.   
 
All our planning efforts are aimed at providing a memorable experience for our graduates and their families and we 
are working hard to create a streamlined process.  All this while adhering to social-distancing practices and 
recommended safety precautions leading up to and including the ceremony itself.  We also continue to receive 
information from our local health officials to help inform our decisions.   
 
Thank you for your support and understanding and more updates will be provided in the days ahead.  Please see the 
attachment for a communication on behalf of SW Operation Graduation (my thanks to SWOG in all their efforts to 
support the Class of 2020!). 
 
Other Notes: 
 
SENIOR VIDEO:  As composed by the Yearbook Editorial Staff! 
A MESSAGE FOR OUR SENIOR STUDENT-ATHLETES:  From many SWHS coaches! 
Please visit our Class of 2020 webpage (on the SWHS website) 
 
This week, seniors received their caps and gowns as part of a “Class of 2020 Care Package.”  Today, staff members 
will be delivering our complimentary Class of 2020 lawn signs to our seniors after 12:30 pm. 
 
On behalf of the Senior Class Advisors and assistants, and all of the faculty and staff who volunteered their time, it 
was nice to see our seniors this week!  In a time that is anything but normal, seeing our graduates gave us all a 
much-needed dose of normal. 
 
Sincerely, 
Frank Rizzuto 
Principal 
South Windsor High School 


